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Retired Detective Chief Inspector! 
dexander A. Eist,' vehemently denyl 
eg that he left Scotland'Yardm dis-f 
.race, said .yesterday, he- is “quitesi 
ipset” about: the attack: on hisi 
:naracter and. reliability- asa’witnesdj 
sefore the • House : -;Assassinations:i 
Zbmmittee. ' 

Eist v 50, answering^uestioas 
>hone from his pub abSix-Mile. Bot^ 
om,..Englandv said, that he- wants a- 
:onfrontation with those. who/ haveraM 
eged that, he wasc dismissed from,' 
Gotland Yard in disgrace* 


Mark Lane, : "attorney"* for James 
Earl Ray, maderthexHarges against 
Eist at Friday^ hearing before a na- 
tional television audience, and .cited a 
British barrister as the source of his 
information abouU Eist but' did ; nob 
identifyhim. •• %g 

-‘‘It's an absblutigii e ^n#lt is- c au^ 

mg me a great. deal ol^ggravaiion^' 
Eist said, when asked about the alles 
gallons. made by Lanetr.Ray's^ attor- 
ney had shouted angrily that Eist 
was dismissed in; disgrace from Scot- 
land Yard, that he: was- a- corrupt 
official, that he took part in jewel 
robberies ' throughout>.England- and 
that he invented oral,, confessions. 
Eist said he intends^to^ccmsult /an 
attorney te see^whethetitane's c^m^ 
ments in the House committee cham- 
ber are protected against,, legal ac- 
tion^.. . > sj;-. ■$ 

■.“AT; SOMET^TAGE^Toh^hopes 
Lane will be asked to explain, him, 
self,” Eist sakL'*T retired honorably 
after 28 years on the force and that's 
a matter of record.: I- ant still, on pen-? 
sion. If I had BeeiCd&imssed,. there 
would be no pensidn2?^T"r'"W w’: 'i-i 
Information officer Sandy Henny. 
of Scotland’ Yard-told The- Washing- 
ton Star from Eondon,i; “Mr. Eist: 
joined in 1948 and retiredsin 1976 as a 


detective chief inspector: In July 1976j 
he was charged- withi conspiracy icw 
commit corruption and' earlier ’th rs^ 
year was acquitted-of all charges at] 
Middlesex Crown Cburt^F. don’t havei 
the records here or what that easel 
was about. He was: indeed awarded! 
the British-Empire Medal,* which i^ 
usually for an act of bravery on! 
duty.V ... .-j- ; 


; Henny confirmed that Eist ' had 
been a member of the Flying Squad 
at Scotland Yard, the . metropolitan 
police force of London. She said th£ 
Flying Squad was aainit that handled 
all major crimes; t-.v.-.- •' 
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: Eist,.' a: native, of Cardiff, W ales,.isj 
married and has-. two- children. In the 
last Jtagesf'.oL. World: World . II, ha 
;said, he~was.in the-merchant havy| 
He is now, proprietor, of -the 1 Greesi 
Man Publick House,, which, is near] 
Cambridgft»abfflit 5ft miles front Len4 
don " ’ ^ - ^ - -■ ■'■■■■ 

■ HE CONFIRMED* the;basic detailsj 
of his interview^with House commits] 
tee staffer: Edward Evans two w.eekssj 
ago r which: precipitated the contrcM 
versy . Eist. said .he* was- assigned to; 
guard Ray af terithe. suspected assa^f 
sin of Dr, Martin Luther. King Jr* was! 
captured/in^ea^' June '196S; He'wasJ 
with Ra^for manyrhour^ntihJuIyf 
J7;i 1968^ when , Ray wai-.extradited; 
fro m . England - to the,U.S .7 an d white 
they were . together- womRay's confS 
dence, Eistsaid^’^^r 1 ^; . *. 1 

know^ Ray had nd intention oS 
pleading guilty when I knew him be* 
cause he thought he could beat the 
rap,”:EisLsaid. “And there can benoi 
doubt that: he. had a great hatred fori 
blacks:*’' The interview^-with Evans* 
quotes -Eist. as. saying: Ray had given 
him the impression, thatrhe had done 

“He was.telling'.m,e:.thatfor.him.,t(^ 
ha ve shdfcafchlack jnaniOf^Qte-iB .ceg^ 
talit: pafd#oFfAMenckiJwouI(f' make| 
him iiita'A? national hero,” Eist told! 
Evans.. “There camera- time when he: 
began tontpit me about'.the' gun andl 
that he=haditlhrown'his gun away. Hei 
said he.Tme5iJ;tiiejr4had; his finger#! 
prints. the ,gun:”f Ray also toi(^ 
Eist,: h§said: that he ought to make ai 
lot of moneyr up- to half. a: million dol-l 
Iars.outof thekillingi. | 

The* committee’s information, front: 
E 1st was:b received only two we eks; 
ago* after the former policeman 'con-i 
tacted the -EBf in. London, and Evans; 
was sent. tOrCambridge to interview^ 
him. Rep; Samuel Devine, R-Ohio, 
read the Efst interview aloud after aj 
copy of it had been given to Ray and 
Lane. Rep. Richardson. Preyer, D- 
NC, who : is chairing, the hearings, 
noted that; the committee was hot 
putting the Eist interview into thel 
record and that it was at Ray’s re- 
quest that the r.whoIe : interview- was: 
read aloud. - .. s 1 



ALEXANDER A', EIST 


, Ready for showdown 


